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MEDIA RELEASE

Vaughan Health Care Foundation Applauds City for Supporting Efforts to Bring a New Hospital to Vaughan

VAUGHAN – June 17, 2008 – The Vaughan Health Campus of Care applauds the City of Vaughan for the leadership it has demonstrated in bringing a hospital to our community.  At a special Council session yesterday, Vaughan City Council approved in principle a significant financial contribution to the Vaughan Health Campus of Care for the purposes of site acquisition and hospital development, which will form a part of the community’s “local share”.  

Council also requested that the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care grant approval to the Vaughan Health Campus of Care to proceed to the Master Planning and Functional Programming stages of hospital approval in conjunction with the Central Local Health Integration Network.

“The City of Vaughan has long supported efforts to bring additional health care resources to our community,” said Michael DeGasperis, Chair of the Vaughan Health Campus of Care and Vaughan Health Care Foundation.  “Without their determined support, we could not have achieved all the success we have realized thus far.  This support will move us to the next level, in helping to bring a hospital to fruition as quickly as possible.”

The City of Vaughan has played an integral role in establishing health care services in Vaughan.  In January 2003, Vaughan City Council created the Vaughan Health Care Facility Study Task Force, which identified the precise need for a hospital and the vision of an innovative comprehensive health network called the Vaughan Health Campus of Care.  Subsequently, Vaughan City Council passed in January 2005 a resolution setting out the commitment of the City to work toward the development of “a health-care facility and system that will serve the needs of our rapidly growing community, while being a catalyst for innovation and change in the delivery of health-care services.”

“The Foundation and the Vaughan Health Campus of Care commend Council for its vision and continued support,” said DeGasperis.  “The unanimous efforts of Council and the City staff have been instrumental in our success.  Council has always supported our efforts to bring additional health services to Vaughan; from the announcement to develop the first Vaughan Community Health Centre in 2006, to the provincial government announcement of support for a new hospital in April 2007, and now with their financial commitment and request to the Province to move forward with the Master Planning and Functional Programming stage.”

The Province funds 90% of the construction costs for the facility. The community is responsible for 10% of the construction costs and 100% of other ancillary costs associated with hospital development, including costs associated with medical equipment, furniture and fixtures, and land acquisition.

The Vaughan Health Campus of Care is continuing the Capital Planning Process as defined by the provincial government, in conjunction with the Central Local Health Integration Network.  Master Planning will complete the necessary assessment of the precise scope of services, staffing levels, and service delivery models that will be employed in the new hospital.  Functional Programming will include all of the necessary architectural, construction design, and engineering work for the hospital development process.

“We must work together with our City leaders, to ensure that all additional health services in our community are coordinated, aimed at a common vision of integration, innovation, and excellence in health services delivery and patient care,” said DeGasperis.  

The Vaughan Health Campus of Care will continue to work with the City and the broader Vaughan and York Region communities, to ensure that community input is reflected in this process.  The community’s financial support is also needed, so that we can meet our required goals as quickly as possible.
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For more information, please contact:

Anastasia Vogt

Vaughan Health Care Foundation

Vaughan Health Campus of Care

(905) 303-1998

avogt@vaughanhealthcare.com
www.vaughanhealthcare.com

About the Vaughan Health Campus of Care: 
The Vaughan Health Campus of Care is a not-for-profit organization established to ensure that new health services in the Vaughan community are co-ordinated, aimed at a common vision of integration, innovation and excellence in health services delivery and patient care. Responsible for the strategic establishment and coordination of health care services to serve the needs of the Vaughan community, the Vaughan Health Campus of Care is working with Government to secure approvals for additional health services, including a hospital, to support its vision. 

About the Vaughan Health Care Foundation: 
In January 2003, a task force of community and civic leaders was struck to assess how best to bring additional health care resources to the community of Vaughan. This Task Force then formed The Vaughan Health Care Foundation, a volunteer-driven charity, in early 2004.  Since its inception, the Foundation has been working tirelessly towards its mission – to engage the community and to raise funds to support the establishment of health care facilities and services, including a hospital, for the City of Vaughan.


